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May 6, 2022 

Dear BCHS Families,  

I wanted to send an update on our work and the steps we have taken in the last couple of weeks regarding 

campus safety procedures at Boulder Creek High School.  After conducting a thorough investigation of 

the April 21 lock down and evacuation, we have continued to take steps to refine practices and to 

communicate with both students and staff on campus safety procedures.  BCHS administrative and 

security staff conducted an incident debrief with DVUSD administration and safety staff, as well as the 

Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office.  A debrief was also held with the BCHS staff on the incident.  Based 

upon information gathered from the investigation and also the debriefs, safety procedures were refined 

based on the identified problems that occurred on April 21.  BCHS Staff received evacuation, lock out, 

and lock down training including updated information on how to support our students during safety 

situations that occur during lunch, passing periods, before school, or at release time.  Further training was 

designed and shared with students on these procedures during 2nd period today.  

The information shared with students included retraining on specific safety processes for evacuation, lock 

down and lock out.  Students were also provided direction on what to do if a lock down is called during 

lunch and where to go in relation to where they are sitting on campus at that time.  One challenge that 

had large-scale implications on April 21, was that most students at lunch were moved to lock down 

within the cafeteria building.  Due to the construction of the cafeteria, noise levels can be high. Students 

and staff could not hear the PA announcement that called for the evacuation of the 500 building.  This 

startled students in the cafeteria when they saw students evacuating another building.  Additional loud 

noises, whether intentional or accidental, caused further panic. This situation drew important attention for 

all of us to a key element of the lock down procedure which is for the campus to “quiet down” as a part 

of the safety plan.  In the training provided to both staff and students, it is important during any lock 

down that students move quickly to a room to lock down, and also that everyone move away from doors 

and stay quiet.  This will help with further communication and also support safety in the locked down 

room.  

Training was also provided on two types of lock downs we may have at BCHS:  one where we lock down 

the campus to stop movement due to anything from wildlife on campus, weather, or even emergency 

vehicles being in the center of campus and the other where there is an immediate threat such as a 

dangerous person on campus. The signals for these two situations are different to alert staff and students 

immediately to the level of concern. 

Additional information that was also shared with both staff and students is that per the DVUSD safety 

plan, information for families on any safety situation will first be shared on the DVUSD or BCHS 

website at http://bchs.dvusd.org.  It will appear as an alert that covers the front page of the website.  I 

share this with you so you know this will be the quickest way to get information on any safety 

situation.   If changes to this process occur, I will make sure this is communicated so you know how 

information will be shared.    

Our plan is to continue to train, practice, and to improve to support a safe campus for learning at 

BCHS.  Students and staff will have drills that occur at challenging times, like lunch and passing periods, 

because it will allow for practice and continued refinement of our safety practices.  I so appreciate the 

feedback and communication as we have worked these last weeks. Thank you for your support in 

building a safe, kind, and strong BCHS community! 

Sincerely, 

 

Brittany M. Sutton, M.Ed. 

Principal  
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